14                                  FOR PACIFISTS
Self-defence must be pure and simple. Then too it
must never be cowardly or crude. It must, therefore,
never be secret. Such is stabbing in the back and evading
detection. There can be no denying the fact that no one
needs training in the use of arms in self-defence. What
is wanted for the purpose is strong arms and stronger
will.
Harijan, 8-9-'46
Self-defence can be violent or non-violent.  I have
always advised and insisted on non-violent defence.
Harijan, 2-3-'40
There is no difficulty about my endorsing the state-
ment that " Satyagraha demands absolute non-violence,
and that even a woman who is in danger of being violated
must not defend herself with violence/' Both these
statements relate to an ideal state, and therefore are made
with reference to those men and women who have so far
purified themselves as to have no malice, no anger, no
violence in them. In the first instance such a woman
would stand in no danger of violence ; and in the second,
if she did, without doing violence to the ruffian she would
be able completely to defend her honour. I believe im-
plicitly in the proposition that perfect purity is its own
defence. The veriest ruffian becomes for the time being
tame in the presence of resplendent purity.
Young India, 8-10-'25
(1) How is a woman to protect her own honour ?
and (2) how are her male relatives to protect it ?
As regards the first question, where there is a non-vio-
lent atmosphere, where there is the constant teaching of
ahimsa, woman will not regard herself as dependent,
weak or helpless. She is not really helpless when she is